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PENSACOLA IN RETROSPECT: 1870-1890
by O CCIE C LUBBS

Y

- The yellow pine was the backbone
of the economy of the Pensacola region and the source of
several individual fortunes during the decades of this article. As
early as 1826 E. E. Simpson had constructed a water-mill at
Woodbine to carry out his contract to furnish lumber for certain
buildings at the Pensacola Navy Yard then under construction.
In 1841 John Hunt built the first steam sawmill. Though both
of these were in what is now Santa Rosa County, that area was
Escambia County then, and Pensacola was headquarters and received the stimulus and financial benefit from their operations.
In 1851 the extensive foreign commerce of Pensacola began
with the shipping of a cargo of hewn timber, and the following
year the first cargo of lumber by the ship Queen of the Seas.
Prior to this time, however, there had been considerable trade
in lumber with New Orleans and other coastwise ports. The
first steamer line was to New Orleans by the Homer in 1848.
There was also during this period some trade with New York
and other Northern ports by occasional sailing vessels. 1
In less than twenty years, beginning with 1875, 4,168,319,000 superficial feet of lumber was shipped from Pensacola, having a value of $50,019,816.00. 2
As the records are available, and as their operations were
one of the more progressive as well as the largest, the Southern
States Land and Timber Company (later Southern States Lumber Company) may be taken as indicating the extent and methods
of the industry. It was formed by the consolidation of three companies which had been established in 1872 and 1873, the Muscogee Lumber Company, Seminole Lumber company, and George
W. Robinson and Company. The consolidated Company owned
340,000 acres of timber in Florida and Alabama adjacent to
Pensacola, with four large saw-mills which cut all grades of lumber, which they shipped to many parts of the world. They operELLOW PINE LUMBER

1. Len LeBaron in Pensacola Daily News (special edition) Feb. 1890.
J. C. Yonge Commencement Address, Pensacola Commercial, 1894.
2. Various records and newspaper clippings in a scrapbook of P. K.
Yonge, now in P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University
of Florida.
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ated two mills at Muscogee and two at Millview, with a capacity
of 260,000 feet a day, dry kilns of 35,000 feet daily, and
planing mills of the same capacity. About 900 men were regularly employed. The company operated forty miles of railroad and
six locomotives. From 45,000,000 to 60,000,000 feet were exported annually. 3
Other prominent lumbermen were H. Baars, H. H. Boyer,
Brent Brothers, L. Hilton Green, H. G. DeSilva, Hyer Brothers,
W. S. Keyser, Scarritt Moreno, Sullivan Brothers, W. L. Whittich, and W. B. Wright.
A record was established July 25, 1884, when the British
bark Avonmore was towed to sea drawing twenty-two feet two
inches, and with a cargo of 85,666 cubic feet of hewn timber,
49,000 superficial feet of lumber, and 304 feet of cedar, the
value of the whole being $9,578.00. “This is said to be the largest cargo of pine timber ever to leave a Southern port in a sailing
vessel.” Baars and Downing were the shippers. 4
A writer in The Pensacolian, H. E. Baldwin, of Joliet, Ill.,
describes the congestion in Pensacola Bay at this time. Upon returning to the city from Ft. Pickens, he stated:
“We had to pick our way among over a hundred vessels from
foreign ports. There were schooners, brigs, barks and ships from
Russia, Denmark, Germany, England, France, Spain, Norway, Italy
and Australia. The principal business of these vessels is carrying lumber, many of which were loading as we passed them. They had a
handy way of doing it, a hole cut through the bow just above the
water’s edge, and as fast as the vessel is loaded it is carefully sealed
up and the hole cut upward until the cargo is completed.” 5

Though Pensacola’s commerce was nearly all in timber
and lumber, occasionally there were shipments of other commodities, and the Custom House recorded 5,337 bales of cotton,
1,290 tons of pig iron and miscellaneous merchandise as exported in January, 1885 6 and in Pensacola's Annual Marine
Statement for the year ending July 1, 1886, it is stated that:
3.
4.
5.
6.

Ibid.
The Pensacolian, July
Ibid. April 5, 1884.
Ibid. Feb. 4, 1885.
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“The coastwise imports of fertilizers, steel rails, ice, etc.,
exceeded $2,000,000.00”. This particular business was not recorded at the Custom House. Italian marble and 1445 tons of
salt came in at another time. 7
The bequests in the will of D. F. Sullivan the largest of these
lumbermen, indicate the prosperity possible for an energetic
individual in lumber manufacturing. He listed assets totalling
$1,055,000 8. The Molino Mills, owned by him and M. L. Davis
were destroyed by fire with a loss of $180,000.00 the following
year.
The Custom House reported 518 vessels entering Pensacola
for the year ending June 30, 1887. Of these 361 were from
foreign ports.
Yellow Fever
Pensacola has always opened its heart wide to the sick and
unfortunate. Back in 1867, when the majority of those who had
yellow fever died, “Nearly all of our citizens, men and women,
when not sick, gave their entire time and attention to nursing
the sick and burying the dead.” Among these were Percy Cohen,
J. C. Pettersen, Raymond Knowles, Charles McAllister, Henry
H. Knowles, Louis P. Knowles, R. W. Hargis, Charles LeBaron,
Jr., Louis Hyer, John K. Humphreys, Mason Scarritt, Willie T.
Brent, J. Shields Whiting, Wm. Bunn and others. They rented
a two-story building, corner of Palafox and Romana streets and
in this operated a hospital at all hours “to charitable visitors; attended by all of the doctors of the city without charge. Food was
furnished by local citizens. Louis Hyer was the only one of the
noble band to die.” Captain Pettersen erected two cast iron monuments, side by side, to Gunner Anderson and Captain Christian
Pharo of the ship ‘Gertrude’ who died in the epidemic of 1867.
Yellow fever afflicted Pensacola in 1873 and continued with
considerable virulence during the summers of 1874 and 1875.
The Spanish vessel Salita was responsible for a terrible epidemic
in 1882, bringing the disease from Havana. There were 2,200
cases, 1,200 being Negroes. Only two of the latter died; but
7.
8.

Ibid. May 11, 1883.
Ibid. Aug. 23, 1883.
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there were approximately 250 fatalities among the whites. Dr.
James S. Herron, was at the head of the hospital and gave devoted service to the ill. “His zeal and devotion merit for him an
enduring place in the medical profession of Florida.” Dr. Robert
B. S. Hargis, President of the County Board of Health, was an
able assistant, as was the secretary, Dr. Whitney. 9
It was not known until several decades later that yellow
fever is carried from patient to patient by a variety of mosquito,
and various were the efforts at control of the disease at Pensacola by quarantine and isolation of crews of vessels from infected ports. Also ballast from those ports was handled in various
ways.
In 1884 the Board of Health, becoming desperate, adopted
a nonintercourse policy to keep out yellow fever, even though
they admitted that this might be detrimental to commerce. The
first vessel excluded was the bark Kedron from Rio de Janeiro.
Subsequently the Kedron sailed for Quebec and lost her captain
en route from yellow fever. The editor of The Pensacolian wrote:
“Had the Kedron entered, probably there would have been a shotgun army now patrolling outskirts of our sister cities. 10
In 1887 there was an echo of the yellow fever epidemic
when inspectors were placed on all trains entering Pensacola
to intercept anyone coming from Tampa and its yellow fever.
Fisheries - The shipment by Sewell Cobb in 1869 of the
first cargo of fish from Pensacola was the genesis of the large
and lucrative seafood business. Within thirty years, one firm
was operating thirty vessels out of Pensacola in the Gulf and
between 700 and 800 persons were employed in this one establishment.
Public Schools - In spite of many difficulties, the public
school system was in operation in Pensacola in 1870 in rented
buildings. By October 1 of that year the three months’ term of
primary, intermediate and high school classes had been established. But in 1875, for the first time, school assembled in a
building constructed for school purposes. This edifice was on
9. Rerick, Memoirs of Florida II. 139. Pensacolian Jan. 5, 1884.
10. Pensacolian July 19, 1884.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL NO. 1 UNTIL 1887
(East Wright Street near Guillemard.)
(The Editor began school therein)

East Wright street between Guillemard and Tarragona streets
and became known as the Academy.
In 1884 a block was bought from Walter Tate, corner of
Palafox and Jackson streets and plans drawn by Charles Overman, were adopted. On January 3, 1887, the pupils and teachers led by Wyer’s Silver Cornet Band marched from the Wright
street building to the new structure. In the two days’ ceremony,
Governor E. A. Perry, State Superintendent A. J. Russell, George
S. Hallmark, President of the County Board of Public Instruction, County Superintendent N. B. Cook, and Mayor W. H.
Hutchinson, were among the participants. P. K. Yonge of the
Board, and Professor J. P. Patterson, Principal, two of the immortals in Escambia county school history, were among the happiest of those in the gala throng. 11
11. Elma L. Maclay, Public School Reminicences (12 pp.) Pensacola 1887.
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The first school building constructed for Negroes is still in
use. This was built at Chase street and Ninth avenue, and is now
the oldest school building in Escambia County.
Entertainment - Leisure came with increasing prosperity,
and so in 1872 the Osceola Club, an exclusive men’s club, was
organized. In the same year, D. G. Brent built the Tarragona
Theater, later called Tarragona Hall. In 1879, two farces were
presented at the Hall “. . . by Amateur, Dramatics, and Brass
Band for benefit of Yellow Fever Sufferers. Among those appearing are S. R. Mallory, H. W. Simmons, C. C. Yonge Jr.,
M. P. Palmes, L. P. Knowles, Miss M. J. Moreno, J. S. Leonard,
L. LeBaron, H. W. Dorr, Miss M. V. Moreno, and Miss S. Hyer.
Refreshments. General Admission, 50 cts. Reserved Seats, 25 cts.
extra. A portion of the gallery has been set aside for the colored
people.” The following January, The Mistletoe Bough was presented as a benefit for Christ Church. 12
A race-track at Kupfrian’s Park was completed in 1874.
Continental Hotel - To accomodate the growing population,
the old mansion of Captain William H. Chase was enlarged and
opened as the Continental Hotel “. . . with groves of live oaks,
maple and orange-trees and extensive lawn for croquet and other
out-door sports, adjoining hotel. Carriages are provided to convey guests to and from Railroad Depot and Steamboat Landing.
H. E. Palmer, Prop.” 13 Later the manager is D. K. Hickey and the
name is preceded by “New”. E. A. Perry was president and Thos.
C. Watson, secretary of the company owning the hotel.
“One of the grandest affairs in the way of a ball Pensacola
has ever seen will be given Monday night at the New Continental
Hotel, upon which occasion the formal opening of that magnificent establishment will take place, the cards of invitation are marvels of the printer’s art, both envelope and card bearing a handsome cut of the building. Composing the reception committee
will be: Hugh Bellas, Chairman, W. D. Chipley, Louis P.
Knowles, F. O. Howe, S. S. Harvey, B. R. Pitt, W. H. Knowles,
J. C. Avery, J. B. Guttman, H. Baars, J. F. Simpson, and L.
Hilton-Green. The music for the occasion will come from New
12. Programs for these entertainments are in the Yonge scrapbook.
13. Pensacolian, Jan. 3, 1885.
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Orleans, expressly for the occasion, and will cost $350 . . . . .
it has been estimated that the spread will cost not less than
$1000”. 14
Arbor Day, 1887, trees were dedicated to Superintendent
A. J. Russell, Alexander Stoddart and W. D. Chipley in the
gardens of the Hotel Escambia.
Fire Department - In 1878 the first steam fire-engine was
secured. An account of the volunteer fire companies would form
an interesting chapter of the city’s history. Present for the fourteenth anniversary of Germania Hose Company were Woolsey
Fire Company No. 1, Hope Hook and Ladder Fire Company
No. 1, Germania Fire Company No. 1 and Florida Fire Company, No. 2. For the May Day parade of the fire companies the
public was invited to have seats on the Merchants’ Hotel gallery
at twenty-five cents per chair, the proceeds to be given the Fire
Department.
Lakeview - Alexander Stoddart, one of Pensacola’s foremost
and wealthiest citizens, was a native of Leith, Scotland. He bought
a four-block tract in the outskirts and built his home with formal
gardens, including the first azaleas in Pensacola. He developed
the Lakeview Tract, including club-house, boat-house, and observation tower. (From the writer’s own recollections.)
An Ice Factory was built as early as 1882; and gas lights appeared in the streets in 1883.
In that year the dreams of a long period were realized with
the opening of the Opera House. This was a two-story structure
of brick with mansard roof, reaching a height of sixty feet, and
extending 105 feet on Jefferson Street and 145 feet on Government. “The lower floor or parquet is very capacious and with a
magnificent dome over-head lit by a chandelier with numberless
gasjets will present an animated appearance. There is a vestibule
in front of each gallery landing for gentlemen to lounge entre-acts,
and cloakrooms for the ladies who come in full dress. The seating capacity is about 1200 and the building will be lighted by
14. Ibid. Feb. 4, 1885.
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a 2000 light gas machine. There are four boxes and the floor
is covered with velvet carpet and the wrought iron rail is covered
with red plush.”
The opening attraction was presented by Ford’s Comic Opera
Troupe with The Merry War. Next evening was Mascotte, and
Saturday Patience for matinee, and Pirates of Penzance for the
evening.
Tribute was paid to D. F. Sullivan, the owner; A. V. Clubbs,
the contractor; and L. C. Bennett for brickwork. 15
In the following years, the stage was utilized for many different affairs, as a benefit for the Episcopal Church at which Ruby
Mallory Kennedy sang and S. R. Mallory recited an original
composition The Fog Bell. Mrs. Kennedy also assisted amateurs
in a benefit for the new Catholic Church in 1885; Lieut. Charles
Humphries, U.S.A., legerdemain and magical arts; and a chess
game was presented, on the stage with people in costume representing the chessmen, Minnie Maddern appeared as Frou Frou
as the star attraction the next year; and Carl Schurz addressed
an appreciative audience. The second annual commencement of
Public School Number One was held at the Opera House, May
31, 1887, and the Convent School program the next month.
The Street Railway began operation in 1884, the City Council
having granted a charter to Conrad Kupfrian for the enterprise. 16
In 1883 the new Queen Anne style Court House is declared
to be “an ornament to any city”. It was faced with Philadelphia
brick and terra cotta with belt courses, sills and lintels of marble.
The cost is given as $40,000.
Evidently, there was a general upsurge at this time among
property owners as one reads: “The stores which formerly showed
forth their goods through wide open doors, like the manymouthed Hydra ready to gulp in the unwary customer, are now
showing their wares to greater advantage behind plate glass
windows and handsome show cases.”
A site opposite Clapp’s Woods was staked out for a Life Saving Station by the Superintendent of the Seventh District, United
States Life Saving Service in 1884. With J. M. Tarble, Collector
15. Pensacola Commercial, Jan. 5, 1883.
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Palafox Street. Gregory and Wright Streets

of the Port, S. C. Cobb and Wm. McKenzie Oerting, the Superintendent, made the trip in the tug Simpson, Captain Rodgers.
A few years later a visitor declared that he found everything in
tiptop order under the management of Captain Sutherland. He
continues, “It is only within the last few weeks that bathing on
the outer beach has become popular, and we predict that the day
is not far distant when this part of Santa Rosa Island will become
the Coney Island of the South. There is an opportunity of splendid investment and all that is necessary to make it a popular
resort is ample accomodation and cheap transportation rates.” 17
Y.M.C.A. - There is evidence that Pensacola had a YMCA
about three-quarters of a century ago, for “H. C. Cushman is
dividing the old YMCA Hall into offices” is noted in 1884. Then
the same paper states that the “YMCA has flattering prospects for
rooms and furnishings”. And there is the notation, “Pensacola
Library Hall, East Chase Street (formerly YMCA Hall).”
The State Democratic Convention met in Pensacola in 1884
with Samuel Pasco in the chair as temporary chairman. W. D.
Chipley was made permanent chairman, and R. M. Call of Duval
16. Pensacolian, Feb. 23, 24, 1884.
17. Ibid. July 16, 1887. Yonge scrapbook.
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County, Secretary. “The parquet, dress circle and gallery of the
Opera House were full. Pasco nominated Edward A. Perry of
Pensacola for Governor. Wyer’s Silver Cornet Band led the serenaders when they called upon S. R. Mallory to rejoice upon his
nomination as state senator. They then visited the Continental
Hotel to congratulate Major A. J. Russell, and finally called by
the Merchants’ Hotel to honor Gen. J. Ernest Yonge.”
In October (1884), Governor Bloxham and United States
Senator Chas. W. Jones addressed an SRO audience at the Opera
House and were given “the three times three”. General J. Ernest
Yonge presided. The following Saturday night there was a torch
light procession which marched to Governor Perry’s home and
the Continental Hotel, thus serenading “. . . our distinguished
existing and future governors.” When the news of the victory of
the Cleveland-Hendricks ticket reached the Democrats in Pensacola, it is related of the jubilation that:
“Last Thursday will be a day long remembered by those who witnessed that which it brought forth in Pensacola, and, in years to
come, Grandpas will tell the little ones . . . how we celebrated the
first victory that Democracy had gained in a quarter of a century.”
There were transparencies galore. “Notable were the handsome displays at the Merchants, City, Commercial and Continental Hotels,
the residences of F. C. and D. G. Brent, General Perry, George W.
Wright and George Brosnaham; the Caucasian Coffee Saloon whose
two large gas-lit stars were the objects of universal admiration and
the store of George Bonifay, Esq., where, in a brilliantly lighted
alcove, three lovely hillocks of red, white and blue satin formed a
pretty foreground to the large framed pictures of Cleveland and Hendricks in the rear. Colonel J. P. Jones addressed the multitude who
had assembled in the Plaza.” 17

Militia - The first encampment (1884) of the volunteer
companies of the Florida militia was held at Magnolia Bluff,
through the liberality of W. D. Chipley, whose energy had
carried to completion the Pensacola & Atlantic railroad, uniting
Jacksonville and Pensacola. It opened June 17 and continued
four days. There was a $75 premium to the best-drilled company;
$50 to the best drilled soldier; and $25 to the best shot and a
$50 baseball prize. There was a Queen of Love and Beauty. Besides the dancing pavilion, there was a grandstand erected at
the site. 18
18. Pensacolian, May 31, 1884.
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It is announced in 1884 that names and numbers are to be
placed on the streets for the first time.
Custom House - The stately Post Office and Custom House
was completed in 1887. “Mr. S. S. Leonard, courteous contractor for the brickwork, showed us around the first floor of the
new Post Office and Custom House. There are 800 lock boxes
numbered and 800 lock boxes lettered, both types have beveled
glass doors. Outside the screen the floor is marble; inside, wood.”
In March (1887) Postmaster C. C. Yonge Jr., announced that
he would start free delivery service at an early date. Twentyseven letter-boxes had been ordered and the sites selected for
their erection. Free delivery would be confined to the area
bounded by Jackson street, Coyle street, the Bay, Muscogee
Wharf, and then with the railroad to “North” avenue and to
Jackson street. 19
The Catholic Knights of America, Branch 210, celebrated
their first anniversary in 1883.
Pensacolians of the present will be interested in: “Colonel
Chipley gives the captaincy of steamer ‘Little Annie’ to a Pensacola boy, Captain W. G. Barrow.”
We read: “Theodorus, the white-spotted Elephant, three
separate rings, and dogs that talk, sing, laugh, dance, pray, read,
play cards, hold school and smoke cigars.” “Cheap excursions on
all railroads for the ‘Mighty Monarch of All Mammoth Aggregations, is to be in Pensacola, November 15. An additional attraction is a 50-cage Menagerie.”
But the resourceful young men of that period were not dependent on outside amusements, as a paragraph on the ‘Oriental
Brass Band’ will indicate: “There is music in the air. The Oriental Brass Band has reorganized with the following membership:
Cornet Thos. C. Watson; Cornet, Guy Ackerman; Cornet, Richard Simpson; Cornet, Walker Anderson; Tenor, W. A. Monroe;
Tenor, R. H. Ware; Tuba, C. W. Jones; Drummer, Mason Scarritt; and Cymbals, Drums, Stephen Allen, Snare; Henry Overman Basset.”
In 1884, “The business men met at Pitt’s Hall and took
steps toward perfecting an organization with S. S. Harvey as
19. Ibid. Mch. 12, 1887.
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Chairman; the Committee on Organization being L. M. Merritt,
Chairman; E. A. Perry, A. V. Clubbs, W. A. D’Alemberte, S. S.
Harvey, H. Baars, M. F. Gonzalez, G. Forcheimer, J. W. Woolfolk, and Wm. Johnson.
The Jewish citizens were active at this period. The Amaranth
Club, no member of which was more than fourteen years of age,
celebrated their first anniversary; and the Jewish ladies planned
a fancy-dress ball at Pou’s Hall. Later, the Young Hebrews held
a Calico Ball Soiree at Pou’s Hall.
The government installations near Pensacola also afforded
diversions. “The auditorium at Ft. Barrancas is a perfect gem
of a theater, seating 101.” And while the Apache Indian Geronimo and his band were held at Ft. Pickens, 1886-1888, “300
citizens were invited by Col. C. C. Langdon, the popular and
courteous Commander of Forts Barrancas and Pickens to witness
the annual Medicine or Corn Dance of the Apaches. The party
left Palafox Wharf in the steamers, E. E. Simpson, Mary Wittich,
and Willie C. and left Pickens about ten, but the dance kept up
all night.”
According to Captain Jacob Kryger, the Weather Bureau
was established in 1879. Mention is made in 1884 of the cotton
compress recently established here. Carlin’s Commercial Academy
is advertised in 1885. The waterworks are in operation in 1886
and the Escambia Medical Society was organized in 1889. 21
M. F. Gonzalez petitioned the Board of County Commissioners in 1884 to build a bridge of creosoted pilings over Bayou
Texar. Nearly all leading citizens signed the paper. Mr. Stoddart
had planted 750,000 oysters along the waterfront of his Lakeview place. 22
In 1868, an infirmary had been established in the northeastern part of the city by Dr. R. B. S. Hargis. After it burned, Dr.
Hargis purchased fifty acres near the head of Little Bayou, close
to the old Cantonment with the intention of erecting a “paviliontype hospital according to the most approved plans of the Marine
Hospital Service. It will accomodate fifty patients. It is close to
both land and water and there is room for a pest house if the
20. Pensacolian, Jan. 25, 1884.
22. Facts About Florida, p. 45.
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County Commissioners should decide to build one. Dr. Hargis
has offered space for this free of charge to the County.” 23
In those days (the 1880’s) Bastile Day was observed by the
French residents of Pensacola with a dinner at Philippi’s restaurant.
“J. M. Roche-Crouch who wrote Kathleen Mavourneen has
been for several years a clerk for the Paymaster in our Navy
Yard.” (1887)
The deaths are recorded of two of Pensacola’s foremost citizens, Secretary of the Confederate States Navy Stephen R. Mallory, and his father-in-law Francisco Moreno. 24
There was much building during this time. The new Catholic Church with C. H. Overman as architect was announced
in 1883 to cost $30,000, with Corinthian columns made by the
Cosgrove Foundry.
Golay Mills, the trade name for M. F. Gonzalez grain firm
was begun in 1870 on Saragossa and Tarragona streets and was
located there until the present.
“The new Clubbs building is an ornament and would grace
Broadway in the city of New York.” 25
The foundations of the Presbyterian Church are being laid”
stated a note in 1887. “The cost of the building is to be about
$12,000,” a large sum in those days.
St. John’s Cemetery, which had been established in the
1870’s was beautiful with double rows of trees. One hundred
fifty-four were planted in 1884. The first burial there was on
Aug. 10, 1876. 26
One of the festive and happiest occasions of the year was the
annual Yule Party at the Scandinavian Church on South Palafox street. The entrance was draped in the buntings of the
Scandinavian countries and a large Christmas tree was placed
in the middle of the floor. It glittered with colored candles.
Every seat was occupied. In 1884, the services began with a
hymn. The Reverend P. O. Olsen delivered a most impressive
welcome in the Scandinavian tongue. Then there was another
hymn and tickets each bearing a number were distributed to the
23. Yonge scrapbook.
24. Mallory died Nov. 9, 1873, a n d Moreno Nov. 19, 1882, according
to their tombstones in St. Michael’s Cemetery, Pensacola.
25. Pensacolian, Aug. 16, 1884.
26. G. Wright Reese, talk to Pensacola Historical Society, May 20, 1956.
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sailors and presents were handed out. The presents were sent
to Pensacola by the ladies of Tromsoe, the northernmost city of
Norway, and of Stavanger, also in Norway, with instructions to
deliver to Scandinavian sailors in port. Each present was practical
and useful, a shirt, a scarf, a pair of mittens. A verse from the
Bible was also enclosed with each gift. “The affair was very impressive and the happiness of the sailors was shared by the whole
audience, many of whom were ladies and gentlemen of the city,
who were present by invitation.” 27
Even in this early period, the citizens were concerned about
their unfortunates:
“A plot of heavily wooded land about one mile north of Kupfrian’s Park and two miles from the city has been purchased for
a poor farm and it is proposed to erect buildings thereon.”
And again, there is an item regarding a concert at the Opera
House to raise funds toward erecting a home for the aged and
indigent old ladies. This home was in operation for decades.
Good will and amity reached its zenith, when Judge A. E.
Maxwell who had served in the Confederate Senate and J. E.
Callaghan who had served in the United States Army in the War
Between the States, joined forces in the observance of Memorial
Day at the National Cemetery in 1887. 28 Equally noteworthy was
the erection of the Confederate monument in Lee Square, citizens
who had fought on opposite sides joined in contributing toward
the shaft which was dedicated in June 1891, though proposed
as early as 1881 by E. A. Perry with such influential sponsors
as Mrs. S. R. Mallory and Mrs. W. D. Chipley.
Recognition was given to many of our leading citizens in
1889 when trees were planted and dedicated to “E. Whitmire,
Henry Hyer, Rev. Z. A. Owens, Rev. F. C. Dubois, Col. C. C.
Yonge, Dr. Leonard, Ex-Governor, E. A. Perry, Rev. P. H. Lundy,
W. E. Anderson, Rev. Father Bergrath, Joseph Riera, Edward
Sexauer, Col. W. D. Chipley, Alexander Stoddart (greeted with
three rousing cheers), T. T. Wright, A. J. Russell, Rev. Father
Coyle, Dr. J. C. Whiting, J. B. Peaslee, Capt. Thos. W. Brent,
Rev. Dr. J. J. Scott, Judge A. E. Maxwell, B. F. Fernow, and
S. R. Mallory.” 29
27. Pensacolian, Jan. 3, 1885.
28. History of the Confederate Memorial Associations of the South,
pp. 72-73.
29. Daily News (Pensacola) Mch. 15, 1889.
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This is the origin of the beautiful trees in the Plaza Ferdinand VII.
The mayors during the period of this article were: F. C.
Humphreys, E. Haines, Royal Putnam, R. A. Stearns, Salvador
Pons, J. P. Jones, Wm. McK. Oerting, George H. O’Neal, J. M.
Tarble, George S. Wells, S. S. Harvey, A. L. Avery, W. D. Chipley, and J. M. Hilliard. 30
30. Yonge scrapbook. Letter from Chas. H. Walker, Director of Finance,
City of Pensacola.
An Historical Sketch of Pensacola, Fla. by Benjamin Robinson (96
pp.), published in 1882, is an excellent narrative, and contains
much that has been forgotten by the present generation, even when
formerly known. There is a copy in P. K. Yonge Library of Florida
History, University of Florida.
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